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proposed and adopted regularly.  In late 2015, PHMSA proposed  
regulations that require quicker discovery of leaks, greater mitigation 
of environmental damages, and better risk management in densely 
populated communities and near significant waterways.16 Also in 
2015, the EPA required Reduced Emissions Completions practices, 
commonly known as “green completions,” which route excess gas to 
sales, for new and refractured natural gas wells, thereby reducing 
emissions.17   
 
Oil companies are now working in coordination with environmental 
organizations, scientists, biologists and engineers and have 
developed many solutions for spills occurring on land and in the 
water.  For example, floating booms are immediately deployed to 
contain the spilled oil, and skimmers and vacuum pumps are used to 
cleanse the water and reclaim large percentages of spilled product.  
Another technique called “bio-remediation” uses living organisms 
such as fungi and bacteria, to degrade, break down and, in some 
cases, actually eat the oil as it safely cleanses the spill without 
hurting the environment. 
 
Elsewhere in the industry, technology upgrades are being used in 
drilling and refining practices to minimize pollution levels.  Energy 
companies are learning from past mistakes and continue to invest 
time and resources into new programs and initiatives to change 
behavior and update antiquated practices. 
 
As the industry evolves and continues to improve, Kinder Morgan is 
proud to be an early innovator and adopter of new recommended 
best practices.  We often assist in the development of new industry 
policies and procedures, with senior management serving on boards 
for the American Petroleum Institute (API), Common Ground 
Alliance, Interstate Natural Gas Association of America (INGAA) and 

16 https://www.phmsa.dot.gov/regulations-fr/rulemaking/2015-25359  
17 Environmental Defense Fund, Frequently Asked Questions: UT Methane Study 
  https://www.edf.org/climate/methane-studies/UT-study-faq   
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the Association of Oil Pipe Lines.  Several members of Kinder 
Morgan management also serve in leadership roles on INGAA 
committees focused around health, environment, safety and 
improving stakeholder communication.   
 
Today’s energy companies recognize the importance of doing 
business with an emphasis on protecting the environment.  Many 
voluntary sustainability programs across the globe have been 
implemented to do just that.   
 
KINDER MORGAN’S FOCUS 
Kinder Morgan is committed to conducting business according to the 
highest standards of environmental protection, with a focus on 
natural habitats, waterways and clean air.  With that in mind, we 
emphasize preservation and restoration during construction and 
throughout the life of our projects – all with a vision of providing a 
path for a sustainable future.  
 
Pipeline Inspection and Monitoring Processes 
Pipelines and storage facilities are 
“always open.”  That means product flows 
continuously, around the clock, every day 
of the year.  Pipelines and their 
associated facilities are monitored 24 
hours a day, seven days a week, by 
personnel in control centers using a 
Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition 
(SCADA) computer system.  This 
electronic surveillance system gathers such data as pipeline 
pressures, volume and flow rates, and the status of pumping 
equipment and valves.  Whenever operating conditions change, an 
alarm warns the operator on duty and the condition is investigated 
immediately.  Both automated and manual valves are strategically 
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