
Rio Tinto’s view on the role of industry associations 

Rio Tinto believes that industry associations have an important role to play in the sharing of best 
practices and the development of standards.  Industry associations provide Rio Tinto with an 
industry leadership opportunity to better understand a range of external views and contribute our 
perspectives and experiences in support of good policy outcomes which benefit business, the 
economy and society.  

We recognise there is increasing stakeholder interest in the nature of industry associations and the 
role they play in policy advocacy, particularly where they represent different positions on key 
issues to those of the member companies they represent.  

Each industry association is different.  They represent a mix of companies and organisations and 
often cover multiple policy, business and sustainability issues, including climate change and 
energy.  Rio Tinto’s participation across different industry association agendas will also vary, with 
active engagement in associations on issues where we believe we can benefit, influence and add 
value. 

Positions taken by industry associations on an issue will consider a range of members’ views, and 
the nuance and emphasis of an industry association’s position may differ from that of Rio Tinto.  
We believe that diverse and differing views should be heard and are an important step in finding 
compromise that allows progress to be made.   

Recognising that an industry association’s view will not always be exactly the same as ours, we 
review the value of individual industry association memberships both prior to joining and when 
membership is due for renewal.  Rio Tinto has published guidelines which govern our approach to 
participation in industry associations. 

Rio Tinto is providing additional information on industry association memberships, listing the top 
five industry groups it engages with by membership fees and the industry groups it has engaged 
on climate policy issues.  This includes detail on where industry association positions on climate 
change significantly differ from Rio Tinto’s.  

This information will be maintained as part of our public disclosure.  It supplements information 
provided in our 2018 Climate change report and in our annual CDP submissions on industry 
associations that take positions on climate change and energy.   

Appendix 1 lists the major industry associations that are important to Rio Tinto’s policy advocacy 
approach and that take positions on climate change issues.   

Industry association fees 

Membership fees payable to industry associations are often based on either production volumes or 
revenue, and in some cases are subject to a cap. Generally the annual subscription fee payable is 
an aggregate amount – that is no part of the annual fee is earmarked for any particular purpose or 
activity.  

A list of Rio Tinto’s top five industry association memberships by fees for the 2018 calendar year is 
detailed below.  

https://www.riotinto.com/documents/RT_Participation_in_industry_associations.pdf
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Table 1: Rio Tinto’s top five industry association membership fees for CY2018 

 

Rio Tinto’s position on climate and energy policies 

 

As pioneers in metals and mining, Rio Tinto produces materials essential to human progress. The 
metals and minerals Rio Tinto provides are vital for all stages of economic growth in both emerging 
and developed economies.  Rio Tinto accepts the assessment of climate change science and 
believes that sustainable development requires both continued economic growth and an effective 
response to climate change.  As a result, continuing to drive economic growth, while also 
responding to climate change, is a strategic issue for Rio Tinto.  We aim to be part of the solution 
by supplying the materials essential to building a low-carbon economy; reducing our greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emissions; testing and building the resilience of our portfolio; and advocating for 
policies that advance climate goals. 

On the complex issue of climate change, we believe that significant progress towards a solution 
will only occur where there is broad engagement involving the breadth of experience and opinion 
from business, governments, investors, civil society organisations and consumers. 

Rio Tinto advocates for policy that is consistent with our public climate change position and the 
principles contained within it.  Table 1 summarises these issues.  The analysis of industry 
associations has been undertaken against these principles. 

 

Table 2 - Key climate change and energy issues 
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Significant differences in policy positions 

 

US Chamber of Commerce 

Rio Tinto derives a range of benefits from the broad activities of the US Chamber of Commerce.  
Primarily, Rio Tinto’s membership is focused on advocacy and engagement on economic issues 
such as free trade.  There are significant differences in climate policy positions with the US 
Chamber of Commerce (see table 3). 

Given the focus of our engagement on trade and the benefit we receive from this, Rio Tinto will 
continue to be a member of the US Chamber of Commerce.  We will continue to engage with the 
Chamber’s Energy, Clean Air & Natural Resources Committee and senior leadership and other 
member companies, where appropriate, to inform the organisation’s policies on climate change 
and energy related issues, consistent with our climate change position. 

 

Table 3 – US Chamber of Commerce policy differences 

 

National Mining Association (US) 

The National Mining Association’s (NMA) mandate is to build support for public policies that enable 
the safe and ethical extraction and use of mineral resources.  This objective is consistent with Rio 
Tinto’s own objectives and we will remain a member of the NMA. 

There are significant differences in climate policy positions with the NMA (see table 4).  As a Board 
member of NMA, Rio Tinto engages the organisation’s senior leadership to highlight these policy 
differences and find ways to develop a constructive conversation among all members. 

 

Table 4 –National Mining Association policy differences 

                                                

1 See https://nma.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/NMA-CPP-Repeal-Comments.pdf   
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Appendix 1 – List of Industry Associations which take 
positions on climate change and energy  
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