
INFORM • INSPIRE • ENTERTAIN • EMPOWER
  

E D I T I O N

US

NEWS POLITICS ENTERTAINMENT WELLNESS WHAT’S WORKING VOICES VIDEO ALL SECTIONS 

THE BLOG

Fossil Fuel Execs Say One Thing, Their Lobbyists Say
Another
  06/10/2016 09:18 pm ET | Updated Jun 10, 2016

Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse  
Democratic Senator from Rhode Island

    



GETTY IMAGES

You may have seen recent comments by Big Oil executives conceding the
reality of climate change, and recommending a carbon fee as the best
solution to climate change. ExxonMobil CEO Rex Tillerson told his
shareholder meeting, “Our valuation of those [policy] alternatives suggests
that a carbon tax is the most efficient way to implement policy design to
influence behavior.” Suzanne McCarron, ExxonMobil vice president of public
and government affairs, wrote in the Los Angeles Times, “When governments
are considering policy options, ExxonMobil believes a revenue-neutral carbon
tax is the most effective way to manage carbon emissions.” You may have
seen even the infamous Charles Koch accept the reality of human-caused
climate change. Koch Industries director of environment, health and safety,
Sheryl Corrigan, said at a public event, “I think Charles has said the climate is
changing. So the climate is changing. I think he’s also said, and we believe,
that humans have a part in that.”

You may have concluded, “Well, if even ExxonMobil and the Kochs are saying
that kind of thing, we must be getting close to a solution.” If you did, you
would be mistaken. We still need to keep the pressure on against these
adversaries.

The problem is that the corporations and political lobbying armadas run by
these individuals have not been brought into line with those statements.
Indeed, the corporations and political muscle these men control fight
aggressively to oppose any action consistent with their recent statements.
The statements are window dressing; down on the gun decks, the orders are

T R E N D I N G

Sean Hannity Launches
Late-Night Tweet Storm
After Being Called
‘Dumbest Anchor’ On
Fox News

Seth Meyers Has 4
Words Of Advice For
Democrats When It
Comes To Trump

Donald Trump’s
Supporters Weigh In On
His Feud With The
Khans

45LikeLike

 Fossil Fuel Execs Say One Thing, Their Lobbyists Say Another     

Fossil Fuel Execs Say One Thing, Their Lobbyists Say Another http://www.huffingtonpost.com/sen-sheldon-whitehouse/fossil-fu...

1 of 5 05/08/2016 16:21



the opposite.

The proof of this was stark in the vote today in the House expressing
opposition to any carbon tax. The American Petroleum Institute, the key
lobbying presence of Exxon Mobil and the oil industry, came out for a vote
against any carbon tax. “We’ve had a long history opposing carbon taxes,”
American Petroleum Institute spokesman Eric Wohlschlegel said when asked
about the vote. Koch Companies Public Sector, LLC, sent a letter to every
member of Congress lobbying for the anti-carbon tax resolution: “We thank
Majority Whip Scalise and House Leadership for bringing this issue to the
House floor and we encourage all lawmakers to join them in support of this
resolution.” Given the political heft of the Koch Brothers’ electioneering
operation, no one in Congress sees such a letter as friendly advice. Indeed
the Koch Brothers’ prime political front group, Americans for Prosperity, has
threatened “political peril” for those who cross them on climate; that they will
be “severely disadvantaged.”

And it’s not just a matter of lobbying by Big Oil and the Koch operation on
how Republicans ought to vote; given their control over the Republican Party,
it is very likely that the vote itself was brought up at their behest.

The good news in this charade is that these CEO polluters at least see the
need for window dressing. It’s a signal that even in their social and business
circles, they were beginning to feel like pariahs. The problem they face now is
that their lobbying and electioneering muscle belies the window dressing. Not
only is their business model unsustainable, but in the modern media and
social media environment it is hard to sell window dressing that is so
transparently false. Their lying is unsustainable. Consumers recognize, and
don’t like, corporate lying. Something is going to have to give.

Follow Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse on Twitter:
www.twitter.com/SenWhitehouse
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David Congour · Supreme Leader at Colorado Clean Energy Systems
The fossil fuel industry owns the Guns and Oil Party, and the Guns and Oil Party own the legislative
branch. As long as this is the case, nothing will be done to curb fossil fuel use. Interesting that the
first and most prominent advertisement on this article's page is the fracking ad with a young woman
hiking in the Colorado mountains (where I live). It's on just about half of the webpages I see
nowadays. What is not said in the ad is that a significant number of the trees in the forests
surrounding where she is hiking in Summit County are dead because of climate warming, which has
caused attacks by pine beetles enabled by shorter cold season length/severity. Until we get money
out of politics by overturning Citizens United, we will have a fossil fueled political system interested in
only profits, and with no concern about our children's futures. Meanwhile, the sun shines so brighly,
and with so much excess energy (over 1300 W/m2), that we hide from it all summer long.

Like · Reply · 7 · Jun 11, 2016 3:31pm

Bruce Morgan Williams · Owner, Consulting Engineer at Williams Offshore Wind
Easy to see their next move - lobbying for financial relief (more tax breaks) from the strain of a carbon
tax, so that stockholders will not feel a thing. In other words, transfer the cost onto the taxpayer
again. GOP will support this, even though it increases the deficit.

Like · Reply · 3 · Jun 11, 2016 11:55am

Bruce Morgan Williams · Owner, Consulting Engineer at Williams Offshore Wind
Mike Volkerding Because the tax breaks will be based on oil industry lobbyists estimates of
the impacts on their profits. These estimates (done by industry, of govt policy impacts and
costs to industry -) are consistently overestimated by at least 3x, sometimes over 10x.
(google this term - does industry overestimate the cost of policy compliance?) The true
impacts will not be much since people are used to the price of gas going up and down so
much that a few cents gets lost in the noise. Economists call it inelastic demand. The carbon
tax would have to be hefty to really make a difference in demand or in emissions. Call me
cynical, but I don't think it will be hefty enough.
Like · Reply · Jun 11, 2016 6:32pm · Edited

Derek Scott · Police militaire at U.S. Army
This is yet another reason why we can't stay focus on fixing the economy, the nation’s infrastructure,
nor raining in dark money in politics. When are we going to argue that fund raising during government
work hours are not just illegal, but also does not serve in the best interest of our elected congress
politicians from doing the work they are actually paid to do! Bought and paid for seems to be now the
acceptable norm for elected congress. This seems to be just another valid reason for incompetence
and work not be done on behalf of the American public by our congress .

Like · Reply · 3 · Jun 11, 2016 10:39am

Patrick Adkins · Clinical Supervisor at Self Employed - Counseling
I pity the poor ol' pigeons that will be sold the bogus oil paper as these companies and their money
changers on wall street go full throttle from the slow and silent divesting and the most worthless of
the petro related stocks end up in their unwatched retirement fund catalogues as they are preyed
upon by inside traders dumping this toxic paper before the big dive is disclosed to the public.

Like · Reply · 2 · Jun 11, 2016 6:41pm

Bruce Morgan Williams · Owner, Consulting Engineer at Williams Offshore Wind
Exactly. If you have a ten year+ investment horizon, you better watch out for these
zombies....
Like · Reply · Jun 12, 2016 4:08am
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