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American businesses come round, slowly, on climate
October 28, 2015 by Jeremy Tordjman
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Resistance from large companies forced the Obama administration in 2010 to abandon its plan for a
carbon emissions cap-and-trade plan like Europe's

American business att itudes to climate change were long a mix of resistance and denial,
but the US corporate world is beginning to face up to the challenge.

In a sign of the new awakening, last week chief
executives of top companies joined President
Barack Obama at the White House to launch
the "American Business Act on Climate
Pledge."

Some 80 firms pledged an "ongoing
commitment to climate act ion" and support
for a "strong" outcome at the global summit
on climate change in Paris in December.

Signatories include giants like Bank of America,
Berkshire Hathaway, Intel, McDonald's, Unilever,
Coca-Cola, and Walt Disney Corp.

The pictures of Obama and top executives
discussing the need to fight global warming

were mostly symbolic.

But it  illustrated the slow conversion of US businesses to a cause they have long ignored
—if not act ively combated.

"Things have dramatically changed over the last 5-10 years," said Anne Kelly of the
environmental group Ceres. "Increasingly companies are understanding the economic
impact of climate change on their businesses."

The pledges included commitments by each company to cut their contributions to carbon
emissions.

Coca-Cola and General Electric have agreed to reduce their carbon footprints by 25
percent and 20 percent, respectively, between now at 2020.

IPhone maker Apple is aiming to use 100-percent renewable energy to power its US
activit ies.

Biotechnology giant Monsanto said it  was necessary to adapt to climate change, which a
spokesman called "one of the most daunting problems facing our society today."

General Motors spokeswoman Sharon Basel told AFP there are good business reasons for
such moves.

Last comments Popular

Phys.org on facebook

Relevant PhysicsForums posts

Bike-riding robot turns heads at Tokyo
motor event 1 hour ago  0

Old tuatara slides show genital
swelling in last common ancestor of
vertebrates 22 hours ago  0

When self-driving cars drive the
ethical questions Oct 24, 2015  32

Models show injecting aerosols into
the atmosphere to prevent hurricanes
possibly feasible Oct 27, 2015  10

Study suggests a ten-fold efficiency
increase possible when converting
carbon dioxide to fuel using solar
energy Oct 27, 2015  7

3.2 billion year old oxygen found on Earth  14
hours ago

Mag 7.5 - Badahkshan, Afghanistan - Hindu Kush
 Oct 27, 2015

Soliciting Ideas for "Research Proposals"
GeoPhysics  Oct 27, 2015

Hurricane Patricia - October 22-24, 2015  Oct
25, 2015

Measuring How Many Days Are in a Year -
Comments  Oct 23, 2015

Say goodbye to Miami and new Orleans  Oct
19, 2015

Featured

This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. More info

search   

phys.org

Nanotechnology Physics Earth Astronomy & Space Technology Chemistry Biology Other Sciences

http://phys.org/
http://phys.org/earth-news/
http://phys.org/earth-news/environment/
http://phys.org/archive/28-10-2015/
http://phys.org/tags/climate+change/
http://phys.org/tags/carbon+emissions/
http://phys.org/editorials/
http://phys.org/commented/
http://phys.org/sort/popular/1m/
http://techxplore.com/news/2015-10-bike-riding-robot-tokyo-motor-event.html
http://techxplore.com/news/2015-10-bike-riding-robot-tokyo-motor-event.html
http://phys.org/news/2015-10-tuatara-genital-common-ancestor-vertebrates.html
http://phys.org/news/2015-10-tuatara-genital-common-ancestor-vertebrates.html
http://techxplore.com/news/2015-10-self-driving-cars-ethical.html
http://techxplore.com/news/2015-10-self-driving-cars-ethical.html
http://phys.org/news/2015-10-aerosols-atmosphere-hurricanes-possibly-feasible.html
http://phys.org/news/2015-10-aerosols-atmosphere-hurricanes-possibly-feasible.html
http://techxplore.com/news/2015-10-ten-fold-efficiency-carbon-dioxide-fuel.html
http://techxplore.com/news/2015-10-ten-fold-efficiency-carbon-dioxide-fuel.html
http://phys.org/editorials/
http://www.facebook.com/physorg
https://www.physicsforums.com/threads/3-2-billion-year-old-oxygen-found-on-earth.836393/
https://www.physicsforums.com/threads/mag-7-5-badahkshan-afghanistan-hindu-kush.839881/
https://www.physicsforums.com/threads/soliciting-ideas-for-research-proposals-geophysics.840012/
https://www.physicsforums.com/threads/hurricane-patricia-october-22-24-2015.839336/
https://www.physicsforums.com/threads/measuring-how-many-days-are-in-a-year-comments.815244/
https://www.physicsforums.com/threads/say-goodbye-to-miami-and-new-orleans.837513/
https://sciencex.com/help/privacy/
http://phys.org/
http://phys.org/nanotech-news/
http://phys.org/physics-news/
http://phys.org/earth-news/
http://phys.org/space-news/
http://phys.org/technology-news/
http://phys.org/chemistry-news/
http://phys.org/biology-news/
http://phys.org/science-news/
http://www.facebook.com/physorg
http://twitter.com/physorg_com
http://phys.org/feeds/
https://sciencex.com/profile/nwletter/
http://m.phys.org/
https://sciencex.com/profile/


US President Barack Obama speaks following a roundtable discussion with CEO's on mitigating
climate change, at the White House in Washington, DC, on October 19, 2015

"We believe and we continue to prove that there is economic opportunity in sustainability
actions such as energy improvements that lower our carbon emissions of our operations
and investments in renewable energy," she said.

Change of tone

The change of tone is undoubtedly part ly driven by public relat ions. But it  marks a break
with the t ime when the United States, the world's second polluter after China, was
accused of dragging its feet in world climate negotiat ions under the pressure of big
business.

"The private sector has often been seen as a stumbling block to an international
agreement in the past, part icularly US companies," said Kevin Moss of the World
Resources Inst itute.

Resistance from large companies forced the Obama administrat ion in 2010 to abandon its
plan for a carbon emissions cap-and-trade plan like Europe's.

Since then, though, investors have turned away from fossil fuels and businesses
everywhere are under pressure to adapt their growth models to a world of lower carbon
emissions.

The conversion is not complete. The United States remains the only industrialized country
not to have rat ified the Kyoto Protocol on the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions.

Obama acknowledged the work st ill ahead as he hosted business chiefs last week.

"The perception is that this is an environmental issue, it 's for treehuggers, and
hardheaded business people either don't  care about it , or see it  as a conflict  with their
bottom lines," he said.

Coca-Cola has agreed to reduce its carbon footprint by 25% between now at 2020

More to lose

Big oil firms remained conspicuously absent from the White House gathering. They have
more to lose from international climate init iat ives like attempts to place a cost, such as a
tax, on carbon emissions.

"Market-driven, private-sector leadership can achieve public policy goals more quickly and
more efficiently than government programs and mandates," argued Eric Wohlschlegel of
the industry lobby, the American Petroleum Inst itute, crit icizing the "overheated rhetoric
of anti-fossil fuel groups."

Chevron said it  shares the concerns of the international community on climate—but
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warned against putt ing the brakes on growth.

"We must create practical, cost-effect ive solut ions that achieve environmental
object ives without undermining the growth of the global economy," said spokesman Kurt
Glaubitz.

Some 80 firms, including Bank of America, have pledged an 'ongoing commitment to climate action'
and support for a 'strong' outcome at the global summit on climate change in Paris in December

Chevron's rival ExxonMobil argues for an approach "that ensures a uniform and predictable
cost of carbon, allows market prices to drive solut ions, maximizes transparency to
stakeholders, reduces administrat ive complexity."

The oil companies can afford to hold back, as they st ill enjoy strong polit ical support from
Republican polit icians in Congress, many of whom deny the reality of manmade global
warming.

But Big Oil's support for the Paris talks is essential, notably for attaining the object ive of
$100 billion a year to be put toward fixing the climate.

"We need all players, including those with serious interests at stake, to come to the table
to work toward solut ions," said Moss.
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White House enlists top US firms in
climate fight   July 27, 2015

The White House on Monday said that more than a
dozen of America's biggest companies have pledged to
tackle climate change, backing President Barack Obama
ahead of a global summit.

EU hails Obama clean power plan
as 'genuine' effort to cut emissions

 August 3, 2015

The EU on Monday hailed US President Barack Obama's
clean power plan as "a positive step" to cut carbon
emissions ahead of a global climate summit in Paris.

India's Modi urges 'climate justice'
ahead of Paris meet   September 3, 2015

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi called Thursday for

Volkswagen's emissions cheat to
cause 60 premature deaths in US,
study says  October 29, 2015

Volkswagen's use of software to evade emissions
standards in more than 482,000 diesel vehicles sold in the
U.S. will directly contribute to 60 premature deaths across

the country, a new MIT-led study finds.

Land-facing, southwest Greenland
Ice Sheet movement decreasing 
October 28, 2015

In the face of decades of increasing temperatures and
surface melting, the movement of the southwest portion
of the Greenland Ice Sheet that terminates on land has

been slowing down, according to a new study being published ...

Nordic seas cooled 500,000 years
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