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What's Behind ALEC's Denial That It Denies
Climate Change?
Critics say the organization is doing one thing while now saying another, to
stop the exit of high-profi le members.
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With more and more companies abandoning the American Legislative Exchange Council
over its refusal to act on climate change, the prominent conservative organization finds
itself in a bind: eager to stanch the exodus of high-profile members, yet at risk of
alienating the powerful fossil fuel interests that make up its core membership.

"What they're wanting to do is speak out of both sides of their mouth," said Nick
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Surgey, research director at the Center for Media and Democracy, a liberal watchdog
group that focuses on corporate influence on public policy.

The departure of Google last fall over ALEC's position on global warming prompted the
group to publicly refute allegations that it denies climate change. "ALEC recognizes that
climate change is an important issue," and "no ALEC model policy denies climate
change," it said. This month ALEC sent cease-and-desist letters to two progressive
advocacy organizations demanding they retract statements that ALEC denies global
warming.

But as recently as December, an ALEC summit brought together state legislators to
develop a model bill for their home states that would dismantle federal environmental
and carbon policy, and featured a speaker who said, "Carbon dioxide is not a pollutant. It
is a benefit. It is the very elixir of life."

"Basically [ALEC is] saying, 'We've turned a new leaf and it's a new day and we're not
living in the past,' said Kert Davies, executive director of the Climate Investigations
Center, a Virginia-based watchdog group. "Yet there's not been one model bill they've
generated that is a solution to climate change. All of them are to block current
pathways—from renewables to EPA regulation. Their whole slate of work is actively anti-
climate."

ALEC did not return emails and phone calls seeking comment.

For 40 years, ALEC has convened conservative state legislators and corporations to pare
back state-level regulation and try to block federal rules through model legislation, as
part of its ideological commitment to small government and unfettered markets. The
group is overwhelmingly Republican. With more than two-thirds of state legislative
chambers in GOP hands, ALEC's opportunity to shape state-level policy is enormous.
Most of its funding comes from conservative philanthropy and corporate members. Some
of its most influential members are powerful fossil fuel interests known for blocking
climate action.

ALEC's environmental agenda has included efforts to halt government action to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions, block renewable energy and teach children that the science
is too uncertain to conclude man-made climate change is happening.

Google left the group in September, followed by Microsoft, Yahoo, Facebook, Yelp, Rupert
Murdoch's Newscorp, oil and gas company Occidental Petroleum and most recently BP
America.

Inside the Summit

By the time the December summit in Washington D.C. rolled around, the rift between
ALEC's members over climate policy was in full force.

Members worked to craft a model bill there that called for abolishing the Environmental
Protection Agency and replacing it with a council of state representatives. But they
decided eventually to table the discussion after a representative from pharmaceutical
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giant Pfizer said such a move would make the group appear extreme, according to an
ALEC member who was present at the discussion and asked not to be identifed for fear
his membership would be revoked.

Pfizer later sent a statement to the research group PR Watch, a project of the Center
for Media and Democracy, and said of its ALEC membership: "Our funding of ALEC is
specifically for work on health policy issues, including innovation, patients' access to
medicines, and IP (intellectual property) protection. We disagree with ALEC's position on
climate change."

The December conference also featured Craig Idso, founder of the Center for the Study
of Carbon Dioxide and Global Change. The Arizona-based group claims rising carbon
dioxide levels will benefit the planet by increasing crop yields—an argument discredited
years ago by scientists.

"Instead of being shunned like the plague, the ongoing rise in atmospheric carbon dioxide
should be welcomed with opened arms," Idso told an audience of about a hundred
legislators and corporate executives, according to the ALEC member who spoke to
InsideClimate News. "Far from being a pollutant, [CO2] is better than being the best
fertilizer ever invented because it is actually...food that sustains essentially all plants on
a daily basis."

Carbon-reduction policies and actions "are unnecessary, unwise, and unwarranted," Idso
said.

Similarly, a summit last August that ALEC hosted featured speakers Joseph Bast of the
right-wing Heartland Institute and Marc Morano, head of Climate Depot, a climate denial
website. Bast's presentation included points denying the risks of climate change such
as, "Global warming is not a crisis...There is no need to reduce carbon dioxide emissions."
He also called for the dismantling of the EPA. Morano said that "polar bears were doing
fine," sea level rise was decelerating, and "on virtually every claim—from A to Z—the
claims of the promoters of manmade climate fears are falling short."

No climatologist representing mainstream science has made a presentation to ALEC
members.

'An Untenable Posit ion'

The biggest fossil fuel companies in ALEC's ranks include the Southern Company, the
coal giant Peabody Energy, Koch Industries and ExxonMobil. The conferences it holds
several time a year are essential to ALEC's work, providing a forum where corporate
representatives who pay tens of thousands of dollars to join the group get face-to-face
access to state legislators. There, they craft model bills together on issues such as
environmental protection that generally advance the interests of major industries.

The expert presentations at conferences are meant to motivate and inform the
legislators' work on the model bills, according to the ALEC member who wished not to be
identified.
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Outside its conference rooms, ALEC has been scrambling to rework its public image as
supportive of climate denial. Google chairman Eric Schmidt sparked the tussle when he
said that on climate, ALEC is "just literally lying." None of the other companies that left
specifically mentioned climate change, with the exception of the software giant SAP
America, ALEC's corporate board chair, whose German parent company told a local
magazine in November that it was departing because of the group's "strange policies"
on climate, guns and voter rights.

ALEC's new CEO, Lisa Nelson, has reiterated in recent months that the group doesn't
deny climate change. However, when she was asked by National Journal if she ascribed
climate change to human activity, she said she didn't know.

"It's an agnostic position, which is quite different from the old atheistic position on
climate change, of 'I don't believe it's real,'" said Bob Inglis, a former Republican
congressman from South Carolina and executive director of RepublicEn.org, which seeks
to mobilize conservatives to address climate change. "But that is ultimately an
untenable position. I'm not a doctor. So, does that mean I don't have a position on
healthcare?"

Surgey of the Center for Media and Democracy said "the next test of whether they've
actually changed is their San Diego meeting in July."

That meeting will likely be far smaller than previous ones. ALEC does not disclose a full
list of its corporate members. But Davies' group, the Climate Investigations Center,
estimates ALEC counted about 30 Fortune 500 companies as members three years ago.
Now, it has 13, he said.

A look at ALEC's website shows a range of model bills that promote climate
misinformation and stalling on climate action:

The Environmental Literacy Improvement Act , adopted in 2013, serves as
a template for bills to teach children that there is scientific dispute over climate
change. It includes passages that say environmental education should "provide
instruction in critical thinking so that students will be able to fairly and objectively
evaluate scientific and economic controversies…{and} be presented in language
appropriate for education rather than for propagandizing."

The Electricity Freedom Act , also adopted in 2013, calls for the repeal of
state renewable energy mandates because they allegedly force "business,
industry, and ratepayers to use renewable energy through a government mandate
will increase the cost of doing business and push companies to do business with
other states or nations, thereby decreasing American competitiveness."

Act Requiring Approval of State Plan to Implement EPA’s Carbon
Guidelines, adopted in 2014, allows state legislatures to approve the plans their
environmental regulators draw up to comply with the EPA mandate to cut
greenhouse gases from power plants, a step that would stall or derail plans in
many states. "The EPA proposal requires states to make unprecedented changes
to their electricity systems and significantly reduce the consumption of electricity
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by consumers. The proposal is projected to cause double-digit electricity price
increases in most States and threaten electric reliability."

Printer-friendly version

Tweets
InsideClimate News @insideclimate

RT @Zhirji28: Charles Koch on climate change: "They have these models that show it,

http://insideclimatenews.org/print/39130
http://insideclimatenews.org/subscribe-email-or-rss-right-here
http://www.twitter.com/insideclimate
http://www.twitter.com/insideclimate


RT @Zhirji28: Charles Koch on climate change: "They have these models that show it,
but the models don’t work" http://t.co/rS0WB3ruS6 - 1 hour 28 sec ago

http://twitter.com/Zhirji28
http://t.co/rS0WB3ruS6


http://insideclimatenews.org/content/meltdown-terror-top-world


Clean Economy Wire

August 3 , 2015

Pres. Obama's Clean Energy Plan Will Likely Benefit  Renewables (BBC News)

Tesla Wants Tougher Renewable Fuel Standards (Wall Street Journal)

Will San Francisco Get  the World's Largest  Hydrogen Stat ion? (Autoblog Green)

See all headlines >

http://insideclimatenews.org/cleaneconomywire-headlines
http://insideclimatenews.org/todaysnews/03082015/pres-obamas-clean-energy-plan-will-likely-benefit-renewables
http://insideclimatenews.org/todaysnews/03082015/tesla-wants-tougher-renewable-fuel-standards
http://insideclimatenews.org/todaysnews/03082015/will-san-francisco-get-worlds-largest-hydrogen-station
http://insideclimatenews.org/cleaneconomywire-headlines


http://insideclimatenews.org/content/keystone-beyond


https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/insideclimatenews


Read Our Pulitzer Prize-Winning Series
Today's Climate

August 3 , 2015

For the Clean Power Plan, Lawsuits Abound (Washington Post)

Here Are the Winner and Losers of Obama's Climate Plan (National Journal)

http://insideclimatenews.org/fracking-eagle-ford-shale-big-oil-bad-air-texas-prairie
http://insideclimatenews.org/topic/dilbit-disaster-series-2012
http://insideclimatenews.org/cleaneconomywire-headlines
http://insideclimatenews.org/todaysnews/03082015/clean-power-plan-lawsuits-abound
http://insideclimatenews.org/todaysnews/03082015/here-are-winner-and-losers-obamas-climate-plan


Hillary Clinton Supports Pres. Obama's Climate Change Plan (International Business
Times)

See all headlines >

© InsideClimate News 

About Inside Climate
News
Topics

Login
Subscribe

http://insideclimatenews.org/todaysnews/03082015/hillary-clinton-supports-pres-obamas-climate-change-plan
http://insideclimatenews.org/todaysclimate
http://insideclimatenews.org/about
http://insideclimatenews.org/news
http://insideclimatenews.org/topics
http://insideclimatenews.org/user
http://insideclimatenews.org/subscribe

	What's Behind ALEC's Denial That It Denies Climate Change?
	Critics say the organization is doing one thing while now saying another, to stop the exit of high-profile members.
	Tweets
	Clean Economy Wire

	Read Our Pulitzer Prize-Winning Series
	Today's Climate


