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President Barack Obama thrust the US into the forefront of
efforts to strike a global deal to combat climate change,
announcing tough new targets that will require US power plants
to cut their carbon dioxide emissions by 30 per cent by 2030.

The plan, which ends years of US foot-dragging on the issue, was
welcomed as a "momentous" step forward by climate experts
who said the move should act as a catalyst for international
act ions, even as Mr Obama risked a polit ical backlash at home.

Connie Hedegaard, the European Union's climate act ion
commissioner, welcomed "the strongest act ion ever taken" by a
US government to counter global warming, adding that Mr
Obama's decision should spur international efforts to finalise an
international climate change agreement in Paris next year.

Lord Stern of Brentford, the author of an influential 2007 Brit ish
government report on the economics of climate change, said Mr
Obama had shown "real leadership".

"These plans should put pressure on European leaders to stop
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Barack Obama speaks on the phone during a conference call hosted by the American Lung Association
and other public health groups to discuss new steps to reduce carbon pollution from power plants  Photo:
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dithering over their plans and to commit to strong cuts of 40 per
cent by 2030 compared with 1990 levels," he added.
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Barack Obama plans to use stark climate change report as
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The proposal under the Clean Air Act to cut carbon pollution from existing
power plants is seen before a news conference in Washington on Monday
(Reuters)

Mr Obama's announcement is a polit ical gamble that sets up a
fierce batt le with sceptical Republicans in November's mid-term
elections. Republicans hope to retake the Senate from
Democrats - who will now face awkward re-elect ion batt les in
coal-burning states.

Anticipating resistance from special interests in Washington who
have warned that the new guidelines "will kill jobs or crush the
economy", Mr Obama said such predict ions would prove to be
unfounded, just as they were when new regulat ions were
introduced to combat smog, acid rain or car pollut ion.

"What we've seen every t ime is that these claims are debunked
when you give workers and businesses the tools and the
incentives they need to innovate," he said.

The long-awaited proposals made good on Mr Obama's promise in
January's State of the Union address that he would use his
regulatory authority to bypass a grid-locked congress and
address climate change, an issue on which the science was "now
sett led".

"Climate change is real. It  has impacts not just in the distant
future, it  has serious impacts as we speak," he said to an
audience of groups, including the Lung Associat ion, that are
affected by pollut ion.

"Today carbon emissions are as low as they've been in about 20
years, and that's a good start, but it 's just not good enough when
you look at project ions of where we're going. For the sake of our
children, we're going to have to do more."

The plan from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) will have
a part icular impact on coal-fired power stat ions and is expected
to face possible legal challenges and the risk of being watered
down if the Republicans were to win the White House when Mr
Obama leaves office in 2016.

Mitch McConnell, the senior Republican in the Senate, said the new
rules were a "dagger in the heart of the American middle class",
accusing Mr Obama of favouring his liberal supporters in California
and New York while inflict ing "acute pain" on coal-dependent
states like Virginia and Kentucky.

However, announcing the new targets, Gina McCarthy, the
administrator of the EPA, said cutt ing 30 per cent of power plant
emissions from their 2005 levels was the equivalent of cancelling
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out all the annual carbon pollut ion from two-thirds of the cars and
trucks in America.

Gina McCarthy, administrator of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA), signs a power plant regulation proposal during a news conference
in Washington D.C. (Bloomberg)

She challenged a report by the US Chamber of Commerce
estimating that the new regulat ions would cause a spike in
electricity prices and a loss to the US economy of an est imated
224,000 lost or uncreated jobs every year until 2030.

Those project ions were also contested by several environmental
groups including the Natural Resources Defense Council, a New
York-based think-tank, whose forecasts found that the
regulat ions would ult imately result  in lower electricity prices and
create jobs.

Cit ing industry's unfulfilled doomsday predict ions during the
1960s and 1990s about the impact of new regulat ions to tackle
city smog and acid rain, Mrs McCarthy accused the same special
interests of once again "crying wolf" and using "scare tact ics" to
protect their own agenda.

Instead, she predicted that the new regulat ions would spawn a
wave of innovation, with any hike in prices limited to "the price of
a gallon of milk a month" - currently about $3.69 (£2.21) - while
returning $7 in lower healthcare costs for every one dollar
invested.

Gina McCarthy's signature on the power plant regulation proposal
(Bloomberg)

Under the proposals each individual US state will have until 2017
to submit a plan on how it  proposes to cut emissions from its
power plants to meet individual targets, a move which supporters
said would give enough flexibility to make the targets realist ic.

Power plants are the largest US source of greenhouse gases,
accounting for about a third of the annual emissions. Coal once
supplied about half the nation's electricity, but has dropped to 40
per cent because of the boom in natural gas. The EPA est imates
it  will st ill provide more than 30 per cent in 2030.

Josh Freed, clean energy expert at the Third Way think-tank in
Washington, predicted crit icism would continue, but that the
individually tailored state-by-state reduction targets had been
pitched at a realist ic level and were already being accepted by
business.



"The smart policy folks both at the corporate and state levels
who need to figure out how to comply with this are likely to at the
proposal and say: 'This is reasonable, it  gives a lot of flexibility,
and we're going to take this.'"
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FlameCCT  •  a year ago
Gina McCarthy, just another lying Progressive in a long line of Obama sycophants. 
wonder how many lies need to be told by Obama and his administration before the
American people will rise up and remove them.

This November will determine if they have reached that point.
  1  

•

David Prent ice •  a year ago
Yeah, don't worry about the children slaughtered daily in horrific partial-birth abortions.
Priorities people!!

  4  

•

warman •  a year ago
Dumbest president ever.

  10  

•

FlameCCT   •  a year ago> warman
I never thought I would see a President as incompetent as Carter however
Obama has proven me wrong.

  1  

•

doctorfloyd •  a year ago
About time too! Investors need to start backing non-polluting forms of energy
production, which will soon drive innovation and the costs down! This regulation will
hopefully kickstart that process.

  2  

•

Moreboomplease  •  a year ago> doctorfloyd
'Investors need...'. I think you should invest in them. That would keep you busy.
And broke.

  

•

doctorfloyd  •  a year ago> Moreboomplease
Such that I have is invested in ethical funds. Thankfully, I don't have a
particular love of money, so it doesn't matter to me that it makes slightly
less of a return than funds which support environmental destruction.

  

•

llewelyndowd  •  a year ago> doctorfloyd
Dr. Floyd, CO2 is not pollution.

  4  

•

doctorfloyd  •  a year ago> llewelyndowd
That depends entirely upon your definition of a pollutant I suppose. It fits
mine.

  1  

•

Hospitaller  •  a year ago> doctorfloyd
That is because you are completely ignorant of biological processes
and science in general. CO2 is plant food, it is the basis of life on
earth. If you think that there are economic benefits in this then
you are an economic illiterate as well as a scientific one. The global
warming scam is built around the ignorance of people like you.

  9  
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•

doctorfloyd  •  a year ago> Hospitaller
And the "ignorance" of 97% of climate scientists too, I
expect. Only the fossil fuel company sponsored scientists
actually have it right, conveniently, yes?

If you think CO2 is merely 'plant food' then it would seem
your knowledge is a bit flaky as well, frankly. As for the
economic benefits of nature, I suggest reading this as a
starting point: http://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/184...
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