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ADVERTISEMENT

March 13, 2014 A Senate hearing Thursday on the proposed Keystone XL pipeline produced a clear piece of news: The U.S.
Chamber of Commerce isn't especially fond of talking about humans' contribution to global warming.

Senate Foreign Relations Committee Chairman Robert Menendez asked the Chamber's Karen Harbert whether the Chamber
agrees that climate change is real and caused by humans.

"The Chamber has a long record on climate and here is what it is: Number one, we support addressing our environment [with]
things that work," said Harbert, who heads the Chamber's Institute for 21st Century Energy, in response.

She then noted that U.S. carbon emissions have been falling already and said Europe's cap-and-trade program isn't working.

"We want to be in favor of things that work, technologies that work, that put Americans back to work, so we strongly believe in
improving the environment while also protecting the economy," said Harbert, who later in the hearing would note the Chamber's
support for green-technology R&D and energy-efficiency legislation.

But Menendez, a New Jersey Democrat, kept pressing on his specific climate query. "That's not responsive to my question,"
Menendez said. "I asked a very simple question: Does the Chamber believe that climate change is real and caused by humans?
Yes or no?"
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A Senate hearing Thursday focused heavily on climate change. (SAUL LOEB/AFP/Getty Images)
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RREELLAATTIIOONNSS

Harbert replied: "We believe that we should be doing everything in our power to address the environment."

Menendez replied: "That's great. But is climate change caused ... is it real?"

Harbert: "The climate is warming, without a doubt."

Menendez: "So climate change is real. Is it caused by humans?"

Harbert: "And the other part of that answer is, is it warming as much as some of my colleagues on this panel have predicted in the
past, and the answer is no." (The witness panel included former NASA climate scientist James Hansen and Sierra Club Executive
Director Michael Brune.)

Menendez: "I am going to get to that, too ... but you have got to give me your answer: Is it caused by humans?"

Harbert: "It is caused by lots of different things, and you can't say that climate change is only caused by humans. I think the science
is what you're pointing to, and we have a robust debate going on in this country, as we should, and those that would say everything
is settled sort of undercut the integrity of science. It's an ongoing discussion."

So, at the end of all that, the Chamber is acknowledging a human contribution to climate change. But Harbert's framing underplays
the extent of agreement among scientists that human activities, including carbon emissions from fossil fuels, are the key driver of
global warming.

For instance, a recent joint report by the National Academy of Sciences and the U.K.'s Royal Society concludes that recent climate
change is "largely" caused by humans, and the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change last year concluded
there's at least a 95 percent chance that humans have been the "dominant" cause of warming since the mid-20th century.

The Menendez-Harbert exchange on climate begins at the 59:50 mark here [http://www.foreign.senate.gov/hearings/_keystone-
xl-and-the-national-interest-determination] .
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george keating • a year ago

Global Warming is just part of a
bigger progressive agenda, there is
no truth to it ,the earth has always
been in warming and cooling
cycles,
Progressives are trying to use this
lie to redistribute the wealth of
nations and corporation , they use
the ignorant by saying big business
is evil but with out big business we
would all be living in the dark age's.

There is no such thing as big evil
corporations there is only big evil
governments. Corporations don't
kill people governments kill people.
Corporations make things that
make peoples life easy, Plumbing,
washers, dryers, hot water
heater,toilets
vacuums,Tools,furnace.exercize
equipment, Kitchen appliance,

Come on all you idiots where would
we be without big corporation like
Home Depot ,Lowes, Wal*mart,,and
the list goes on and on.
Don't fall for the progressive lies
and depopulation agenda.

•

kenezen • a year ago

Would the panel agree that Blue
collar, middle class disappearance
and far less purchasing power of
middleclass wages are directly
related to our MFG Jobs
accounting for 6.2% of all jobs in
comparison with 60% in 1966. Hey
the elite's happier but, the middle
class that from 1850- 1974 made
this country the bragging place in
this world is now sucking wind
because of you guys!

Wise words ... • a year ago

Despite liberals attempts to
confuse the two, we need to keep
in mind that science and fiction are
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